
  I had so wanted to get to Toronto to 
see the Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra 
last week. I almost cancelled my private 
students and community band 
rehearsal to do so. Here is what Jose 
Antonio Abreu, founder of  El Sistema, 
says about music education as a matter 
of  social justice.

   ÒPeople refer to this only of  material 
wealth, leaving aside the spiritual 
patrimony of  
humanity, within 
which art takes a very 
important place. The 
distribution in the 
world of  arts 
education is 
tremendously unjust.                  
ÒWhen arts education takes the place 
in our society that it deserves, we will 

have much less delinquency and 
violence, and much more motivation 
towards a noble achievement.
 ÒMy struggle is for a society in which 
art is something more than just an 
aesthetic dimension of  life. It is a 
primary instrument for the development 
of  the individual and of  the people.Ó

Did you Know? An El 
Sistema-type program 
has just begun in New 
Brunswick.
And, ÞnallyÉ the 
Matthew Ferguson 
Memorial Staff  
Scholarship Fund raised 
$10 000 AGAIN this 

year. Many thanks to all who helped. 
We change lives.

Dr. Tony!
Congratulations to Tony Leong, 
Mr. Tony to many of our campers. 
He recently received his Ph.D. in 
Music Education from OISE. Yeah, 
Dr. Tony!

In the few moments between the beginning of  
the school year and concert season, more than 
800 music teachers from across the province 
gather for a short weekend of  professional 
development, networking and socializing. This 
weekend is the OMEA (Ontario Music 
EducatorsÕ Association) conference, being held 
at the Doubletree in Toronto where there will be 
dozens of  workshops, the Canadian Brass 
(imagine 800+ teachers singing O Canada, in 
French and English, at 8:30 on a Sat. 
morning!), a great industry show, scads of  door 
prizes and getting caught up with friends and 
colleagues. 
National Music Camp, its faculty and staff, are 
always there. Kevin Merkley, Tony Leong and 
Maggie Thompson are currently on the Board 
of  Directors. Sharon Fitzsimmins and Tony co-
edit the AssociationÕs journal, The Recorder. 
Kevin, Tony,  John Phillips, Willem 
Moolenbeek , Sharon and Jill Solomon are all 
clinicians this year. A number of  former NMC 
staff  and faculty are also regular clinicians. 
We also expect to see a number of  our campers, 
as delegates get to hear a number of  mini-
concerts throughout the weekend.
ItÕs re-invigorating and inspiring for all of  us. 
We come home loaded with new ideas, and 
resources.  If  youÕre there, drop by the NMC 
booth, say hi and pick up some of  this yearÕs 
promo material.

  Sharon Little, Editor
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High Speed Harold

Concert Calendar

Camper, staff  and scholarship applications for the NMC 2010 will be online at the 
beginning of  the new year.  

Tara Davidson Trio , 
Sundays in Nov.
Rex Hotel, 7 pm, Toronto

John Palmer
Sunday, November 15 2:30 pm
For the Young at Heart
Orchestra Kingston, 
St. GeorgeÕs Cathedral, Kingston

Esprit Orchestra
Sunday, November 15, 8:00 pm, 
7:15 pre-concert talk,  
Koerner Hall, 
Royal Conservatory, Toronto

http://www.nationalmusiccamp.com
http://www.nationalmusiccamp.com


You must do the thing you think you cannot do. Eleanor Roosevelt

Corey Gemmell
   If  youÕve seen the Sound of  
Music  in Toronto, you may well 
have heard Corey playing violin. 
HeÕs the Concert Master for the 
pit orchestra. He is also CM for 
Scarborough Orchestra and 
Symphony Hamilton and the 
Assistant Concert Master for the 

Esprit Orchestra. This orchestra 
champions ÔnewÕ music and new 
music by Canadian composers. 
In addition to concerts and 
outreach programs, Esprit 
regularly records soundtracks for 
a number of  Canadian directors, 
Don McKellar and Deepa 
Mehta, among them. Their 
upcoming concert, Take the Dog 
Sled, features Take the Dog Sled,  a 

piece by Canadian composer, 
Alexian Louie, for two Inuit 
throat singers (Evie Mark and 
Akinsisi Sivuarapik) and 
ensemble. (see concert calendar 
on front page). In addition to 
these two groups, Corey will be 
playing much of  the Canadian 
Opera Chorus season and will 
also be playing with the TSO for 
a few weeks.

Jill Solomon
 Jill loves teaching beginner 
bassoon. Of  course, she enjoys 
the older ones, too, but thereÕs 
nothing quite like the thrill of  
hearing a group of  Òfarting 
bedpostsÓ (her words, not mine) 
play. She spreads bassoon joy 
around the TDSB and has grade 

Jill Solomon (contÕd)

5 and 6 beginner bands as well. 
When not in the classroom, Jill 
freelances around the  GTA. She 
just played a Òwonderful Bach B 
minor Mass.Ó Coming up- the 
North American Premier of  And 
the Rat - the story of  a nameless 
Þve-year-old girl as told to her 
granddaughter decades after the 
Holocaust. This opera, staged by 
Opera York, is based on the 
Israeli writer Nava SemelÕs book 
by the same name. The composer, 
Ella Milch-Sheriff, has been on 
hand to guide the operaÕs 
production.

Matt Weston
Matt was our new Sound Tech 
faculty member this year. He has 
a music education degree from 
UWO  (percussion) and graduated 
from OIART (Ont. Institute for 
Audio Recording Technology). 
We had a devil of  a time trying to 
get him to play in one of  the 
faculty/staff  ensembles, but he 
did pick up a shaker for a hot latin 
jazz number. He teaches 
Instrumental Music and Digital 

Audio Studies in Exeter, but has 
lots of  things happening on the 
side. HeÕs been playing drums 
with Josh Geddis, Jane 
Carmichael Band and Icewater in 
the London area. He also owns a 
home recording studio, Swamp 
Songs. The London metal band, 
Sydian, will have a 4-song EP out 
later this year, heÕs been working 
on a soundtrack with Jane 
Carmichael and he will be 
working with The Dyadics, a local 
Power Pop/Rock duo. 

Wendy Servalle-
Smith

Wendy taught Suzuki strings at 
our Junior camp this year. While 
at home, she plays viola with the 
York Symphony Orchestra and is 
an RCM examiner. This fall, her 
Suzuki student ÔbroodÕ includes 
Six Under Six- 6 new players, all 
under the age of  6. Did you know 
that one of  the Rules for Suzuki 
teachers is, ÒThou shalt LOVE 
Twinkle Twinkle?Ó WendyÕs going 
to be hearing a lot of  that little 
ditty for awhile. SheÕll also be at 
the Ontario Suzuki TeachersÕ 

Conference in Ottawa this month, 
presenting a session on the history 
of  the Suzuki method in Ontario.

       

        John Palmer
We just missed JohnÕs conducting 
of  the Greater Toronto 
Philharmonic Orchestra in 
October. Coming in November, 
though, Orchestra Kingston, 
which John conducts, will be 
performing a new composition- a 
Concerto for Tuba and 
Community Orchestra. (see 
concert calendar)

        Sandra 
Mogensen
This just in! 
SandraÕs second 
Grieg Piano CD 
is being 
mastered this 
week! Keep up 
to date.

NMC 
BY THE NUMBERS

JR CAMP
Sun. Aug. 22- 
Sat. Aug. 28

SR CAMP
Sun. Aug. 29- Sun. Sept. 5

All Applications 
online in January 

2010.

Kelly Jefferson
Musicians need to be a ßexible 
lot, especially if  they freelance 
and have to root out gigs. Our 
jazz faculty typically play in 
several bands, have their own 
group, teach, record, tour, 
write chartsÉ In October, 
Kelly played with John 
MacLeodÕs Rec Hotel 
Orchestra, and Tyler 
Summers. In November heÕs 
playing with the Trevor Falls 
Collective and will be Guest 
Conductor of  the Durham 
Youth Jazz Band. A new CD, 
to follow up on ÒSparkÓ in in 
the works for the New Year. 

Keep up to date through 
his website.  or on his 
MySpace page.

http://www.espritorchestra.com
http://www.espritorchestra.com
http://espritorchestra.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=87&Itemid=32
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http://www.swampsongs.com
http://www.swampsongs.com
http://www.swampsongs.com
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http://www.orchestrakingston.ca
http://www.orchestrakingston.ca
http://www.sandramogensen.com
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